More students add up to fewer dollars for public charter schools - Mauinews.com | News, ... Page 1 of 2

Mobile Version: mobile.mauinews.com

RSS:

Trips Maui Hawaii
Become a School Teacher
Fares Just Dropped! Flights Starting Become a Public School Teacher
at $49*
100% Online! Financial Aid is
LowFares.com/Cheap-Flights
Available.

Mana Kai Maui Discounts
Call Us in Maui 800-994-6944 for
Rates you can't find on the Web!
www.5StarHawaiiResorts.com

www.Teachers.us.com

»BREAKING NEWS» Former Honolulu Mayor Frank Fasi dies at 89
Submit News

| Subscribe | Create an Account | Home
Password:

Member Login: Email:
Search:

Real Estate Maui

50th Anniv. of Statehood

News

GO

 EZToUseIslandPages 



 Local News 





 Classified 



 Web




Obituaries

Weather

Saturday Homes

Local Sports

Blogs

CU

Jobs

GO
Classifieds

Vac Rentals

TV

More students add up to fewer dollars for public charter schools
Go

VIEWPOINT by GENE ZARRO
POSTED: April 20, 2008

Visitors' Guide
Best of Maui 2009
Real Estate Maui
50th Anniv. of
Statehood
Health & Fitness
Local News
News
Hawaii News
Business
Entertainment
Editorial
Letters to the Editor
Columns
Sunday Currents
Obituaries
Weather
Religion
SUBMIT NEWS: Virtual
Newsroom

Sports
Local Sports
Hawaii Sports
National Sports
Sports Spotlight
SUBMIT SPORTS: Virtual
Newsroom

Community
Community News
Engagements
Weddings
Anniversaries
Student Spotlight
SUBMIT COMMUNITY
NEWS: Virtual Newsroom

Save | Print | Email

Public charter schools cannot be the only state agency whose responsibility has increased and its budget
has decreased. The per-pupil allocation for the students attending public charter schools is about to go
down by 7 percent — a huge unjustified cut that cannot be permitted.
When we put in our budget request this year it showed an increase over last year, based on larger
enrollments and the fact individual school budgets are based on a per-capita allocation. We just have
more students.
Last year we received $8,149 per student. Now we are looking at $7,600 per student because our budget
request was slashed.
I am sure it was cut because it was definitely more money than we received as a statewide agency last
year. It is not that simple.
What caused the budget increase was our exploding statewide enrollment.
There are two new start-up charter schools opening this year and last year a Department of Education
school was converted to a charter school.
Despite the challenges presented by our facilities and our per-capita allocations being lower than the DOE
allocations, families in Hawaii continue to send their children to charter schools.
Should we not accommodate them?
Public charter schools now serve 4 percent of the total public school population in Hawaii. Charter school
operators have succeeded by trying to meet the demands of the communities they serve.
We knew when we submitted our budget that this coming year was going to be a tight-budget year, yet
at no time were we told not to enroll the additional students coming from other schools.
Every year charter schools have watched their enrollment grow and it appears that the DOE has watched
their enrollment shrink.
Has their budget been cut to less than they received last year? Maybe they did not get everything they
asked for but they are not getting less than last year.
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Some people may think we are already getting too much money. I do not think so.
specials 1-800-533In order to keep the Kihei Charter School doors open we pay $34,000 per month for rent and $12,000 per 5929
month for electricity. That is $550,000 a year out of our education budget.
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If we take a $500 per student cut in our allocation we will have $210,000 less than we had conservatively
estimated we would need this coming school year. That is a lot of money to lose and more than one small
school should have to endure.
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Charter schools are not asking for an increase in our per-capita funding, though I think we should have
one in the form of facilities stipends.
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We are seeking the same per-pupil funding as last year.
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What we would like is to be treated the same as other state agencies and not have to survive a deep cut.
Right now, the state’s charter schools have an overall budget of $56 million to serve a projected
enrollment of 7,358 students.
That is where the $7,610 per student allocation comes from — $8,149 times the same projected amount
of 7,358 equals $59.96 million. The $4 million needs to be put back in the budget for charter schools.
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I am sure there is a solution, we just need to come together and find it.
n Gene Zarro chairs the Kihei Charter School’s board of education. He lives in Kihei.
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